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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (l) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 and 8-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Losio et al. 

Figures 1,2,7 show structure as claimed, including a frame having portions of 
different rigidity. One portion comprising projections 2' located in a recess formed 
along an outer periphery of the frame. The projections extend parallel to one 
another and are separated by varying distances, and exhibit a flexural and sheer 
strength. Note that the rear edge includes an aperture having a mesh therein, 
which would comprise a portion of different rigidity. 

Claims 1 and 8-15 are further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yu (US 6,739,656). 

Figures 3-6 show structure as claimed, including a bicycle seat having 
portions of different rigidity comprising support bars or "projections" 26 therein, 
which extend within a recess formed along an outer peripheral edge of the frame. 
Part of the portion of different rigidity lies adjacent the rear edge of the seat, and a 
cover material overlies the whole seat. 
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Claims 2-7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 16*20 are allowed. 

Applicant's arguments filed July 25, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Contrary to applicant's arguments, it is the examiner's contention that both 
Losio et al and Yu show frames having sections of different rigidity than other 
sections. For instance, the frame of Losio et al, as seen in figure 7, shows the side 
portions with the ''projections" 2' that extend across a recess. Clearly, the rigidity of 
these side sections would be different than the solid nose section 2 of the frame. 
The same would apply to the Yu seat frame. Note also that the side sections as a 
whole may be broadly construed as recesses having support members or 
"projections" extending thereacross, insofar as claimed, and that these side sections 
are "located in proximity of an outer peripheral edge" and "along its outer 
peripheral edge". Applicant appears to be reading too much into these limitations, 
as the claims are not specific enough to define that the projections actually form the 
outer edge of the frame in an uninterrupted fashion. The "periphery" of the frame 
may be broadly construed as any part outside of a central core section, in this case 
channel 9 of Losio et al and rib 25 of Yu. The mere fact that the frames of Losio et al 
and Yu have the recesses adjacent or even interior of a continuous outer edge of the 
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frame, does not discount the fact that the claim Umitations as set forth in claim 1 
are fully met by the structure of the prior art. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Peter R. Brown whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6853. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
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only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 




PeteHSTBrown 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
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